
Request to extend the Los Angeles County Small Craft Harbors Design Control Board (DCB) sunset 
review date to March 31, 2019.

SUBJECT

February 10, 2015

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

SUNSET REVIEW FOR THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
SMALL CRAFT HARBORS DESIGN CONTROL BOARD

(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

Approve the introduction of an ordinance extending the Los Angeles County Small Craft Harbors 
Design Control Board sunset review date to March 31, 2019.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

At its meeting held December 17, 2014, the Audit Committee considered and approved the 
recommendation of the Auditor-Controller to extend the DCB's sunset review date to March 31, 2019.
The Board of Supervisors (Board) created the DCB pursuant to Los Angeles County Code Chapter 
2.116.110.  The Board approved the most recent sunset review date extension on May 8, 2007.

The DCB reviews and approves the architectural design and landscaping of improvements to be 
constructed at each County harbor or marina for compliance with applicable laws, ordinances, 
contracts, leases, and policies.  

In addition, the DCB advises the Board and the Department of Beaches and Harbors (DBH) on the 
implementation of architectural design regulations, policies, and related matters.
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In 1961, the Board approved and adopted the Specifications and Minimum Standards of 
Architectural Treatment and Construction, and appointed the DCB to review and approve the 
architectural design and landscaping of proposed improvements to be constructed in Marina del Rey 
(MDR).  This was reiterated in the Los Angeles County Local Coastal Program (LCP), which governs 
all development in MDR.  The LCP was approved and adopted by the Board, and certified by the 
California Coastal Commission in 1984.

During this review period, the DCB reviewed and made recommendations on 86 MDR proposed 
improvement projects including signage, landscaping, painting, renovation, demolition, and new 
developments.  For example, the DCB recommended approval of several projects that included the 
completion/improvements of pedestrian promenades to enhance access to and enjoyment of MDR’s 
waterfront area.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The DCB meets monthly and members receive a $25 stipend per meeting, as well as reimbursement 
for necessary travel expenses.  During the period reviewed, from January 2011 to June 2014, one 
Commission member waived their monthly stipend.  DBH provided the DCB with necessary staff 
support, services/supplies, and stipends, totaling approximately $201,500 for Fiscal Year 2013-14.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The DCB is comprised of two architects, one landscape architect, one land developer, and one 
member in the field of business management, for a total of five members, one appointed by each 
Supervisor.  Currently, in place of the land developer, one member is a traffic engineer who has 
worked on land development projects. 

The DCB held 28 meetings from January 2011 to June 2014 (approximately eight meetings each 
year).  The average meeting attendance was 3.5 (70%) members.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The DCB’s objective for the coming period is to continue reviewing architectural design and 
landscaping improvement projects for MDR properties.  The DCB will ensure that the improvements 
are of high quality and are consistent with applicable laws, ordinances, contracts, leases, and 
policies.
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LORI GLASGOW

Chair

Enclosures

c: Acting Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors 
Interim Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Auditor-Controller
Director, Community and Senior Services
Chief, Commission Services
Chairman, Los Angeles County Small Craft
   Harbors Design Control Board

Respectfully submitted,
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